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Policy Overview 

� Regional Plan – Water Element

� Utilities Water Policies
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� Utilities Water Policies

� Utilities Programs & Procedures

� Utilities Annual Budget



Policy Process 

� Staff submit Policy to Council

� Council provides direction

���������	
���
��� �
������	�����

� Staff re-submit same Policy with 
revisions, “final” direction

� When all Policies considered by 
Council – bring back entire 
document for consideration & 
approval



Policy - Water Adequacy

Policy Question: 

Should the City of Flagstaff adopt a policy
requiring, at a minimum, knowing whether there
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requiring, at a minimum, knowing whether there
is a 100-year water supply available for existing
citizens and the anticipated new development?

“Consumer Protection”

Goal: Obtain Council guidance & feed back



Arizona 
Water Management Programs

� Water Adequacy “Permissive” 
– 1973 

� Water Adequacy “Mandatory” 
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� Water Adequacy “Mandatory” 
– 2007 (SB 1575 and HB 2692)

� Assured Water Supply 

- 1995
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Flagstaff Designations

• City of Flagstaff Incorporated Limits
– “deemed” Adequate in May 17, 1973
– Never required to prove Physical Availability
– Currently undertaking “Sustainability Study”
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– Currently undertaking “Sustainability Study”

• City of Flagstaff Red Gap Ranch
– January 7, 2011
– Hydrology study proved up to 16,500 AF/year
– Requires City to submit hydrology study for

local water supplies by January 2012



Water Commission Input
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Policy B2 – Water Adequacy
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Policy B 2.2:  Adequate Water 
Supply Program
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Strategy B.2.2a: Determine 
Flagstaff’s “Bucket” of  Water Supplies
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Strategy 2.2b: 
estimate long-term 

water needs
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Strategy B.2.2.c:  Water Resource 
Allocation

First Come : First Serve
(reservation of “paper water”) 

Date of “Commitment”: based upon Final 
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Date of “Commitment”: based upon Final 
approved subdivision plat by City Council – state 
law
Major / Minor Amendments to Regional Plan
Zoning Map Amendments 



Time Limit?: For example: development must 

obtain Building Permit within 5 years…ability to 
extend given specific criteria?  

(Sewer Impact Analysis is held for 2 years)

Strategy B.2.2.f:  Performance 
Criteria
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(Sewer Impact Analysis is held for 2 years)

Purpose of time limit?: would prevent a large 
development from locking-up “paper” water 
supplies. 



Strategy B.2.2.e:  Tracking Water Resource 
Allocation v. “Committed” Development

13,150 AF/Year
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Strategy B.2.2.e:  Tracking Water Resource 
Allocation v. “Committed” Development

21,150 AF/Year
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